with a 45% African-American population, two of the
hospitals involved had no black patients and the
other hospitals had served only a token number of
African-Americans.?!

Institutional views toward the treatment of the
poor tend to parallel their attitudes and treatment of
African-Americans and other people of color.
Racism can be seen in the admission practices of
hospitals, bed assignments, assignment of physi-
cians/interns, and the careless use of African-
Americans in research. Please, let us not ever forget
the infamous Tuskegee study.?

There are many dedicated health professionals
concerned about the health challenges facing the
poor and people of color. However, how can one
begin to answer the complex question, “Is health
care racist?” without including the perceptions,
voices, and experiences of the people of whom you
speak? While trying to see, understand, and resolve
the challenges presented to us all, a common ground
is needed. A sharing of perceptions, experiences, and
knowledge so that an environment may evolve
which will help generate meaningful answers to very
complex problems as experienced by the poor and
people of color using the health care system.
Unfortunately racism does exist in the health care
system. We can be caring and culturally sensitive to
the voices, perception, and lived experiences of the
poor and people of color and continue to work to
humanize a very imperfect health care system and
strive to make a difference.
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Author's reply:

We appreciate Ms Swinney’s thoughtful and
scholarly response to our article. There is no
question in our minds that this topic is indeed a
multifaceted one. We certainly don't deny that
racism exists; however, we still maintain that
poverty is a large force in the inadequate delivery of
health care to the poor and people of color. We refer
her to Wilson’s works'? and would suggest that this
complex problem will not be solved if only racism is
addressed.



Perhaps we have achieved one of our goals, that
of stimulating thought and question in this arena. Let
us keep open minds and an open dialogue; indeed,
there may be several approaches one could take in
addressing this multidimensional problem.
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